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new, democratically elected government in
Yugoslavia. It also includes additional re-
sources to combat terrorism and nuclear pro-
liferation.

Certain provisions of the Act could inter-
fere with my sole constitutional authority in
the area of foreign affairs by directing or bur-
dening my negotiations with foreign govern-
ments and international organizations. Sev-
eral sections, including 514 (Surplus Com-
modities), 564 (Sanctuary to Indicted War
Criminals), and 577 (Kyoto Protocol), pur-
port to specifically direct the Executive on
how to proceed in negotiations or discussions
with international organizations and foreign
governments. I will not interpret these provi-
sions to limit my ability to negotiate and
enter into agreements with foreign nations.
In order to avoid intrusion into my negoti-
ating authority and my ability to maintain the
confidentiality of sensitive diplomatic nego-
tiations, I will not interpret section 566(b)
(Greenhouse Gas Emissions) to require me
to disclose either the contents of diplomatic
communications or specific plans for par-
ticular negotiations in the future.

The legislation provides increased funding
for a number of other programs that support
our global interests. It provides additional
funding for our Greening the Globe Initia-
tive, which protects biodiversity habitats
around the world, and for the Global Envi-
ronment Facility. It also provides increases
for our Peace Corps volunteers around the
world, and for the Export-Import Bank,
which supports the export of American prod-
ucts overseas. I am also pleased that the Act
provides $135 million for emergency disaster
assistance for Southern Africa, including Mo-
zambique.

Finally, I am pleased that this legislation
commits additional critical funding for inter-
national family planning organizations and
lifts the restrictions hampering their work,
restrictions I have strongly opposed in the
past.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
November 6, 2000.

NotE: H.R. 4811, approved November 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-429.
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Statement on Signing the
Needlestick Safety and
Prevention Act

November 6, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
5178, the Needlestick Safety and Prevention
Act. This legislation requires changes in the
bloodborne pathogens standard in effect
under the Occupational Safety and Health
Act of 1970. Supported by healthcare work-
ers and their unions, as well as a bipartisan
group of Members of Congress, this bill will
help to ensure the safety of health care work-
ers who may be exposed to disease while han-
dling certain medical devices. The
Needlestick Safety Act makes clearer the re-
sponsibility of employers to lessen the risk
of injuries to workers from contaminated
sharp devices. It also encourages manufac-
turers of medical sharps to increase the num-
ber of safer devices in the market. This legis-
lation will help to make health care occupa-
tions safer.

NotE: H.R. 5178, approved November 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-430.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

November 6, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question covering the period
August 1-September 30, 2000. The previous
submission covered events during June and
July 2000.

The United States has remained steadfast
in its efforts to bring about a negotiated
Cyprus settlement based on a bizonal,
bicommunal federation. I conveyed our
views to Turkish President Sezer during a
meeting at the United Nations Millennium
Summit, emphasizing the importance of a
just and lasting solution for all Cypriots. Sec-
retary Albright delivered a similar message
to her Greek and Turkish counterparts dur-
ing the United Nations General Assembly.
Special Presidential Emissary Alfred Moses,



